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be despised and treated as a man merely am-
bitious, cunning, dishonest, seeking nothing but
his own interests and to gain influence ? " In
regard 'to Manning's private life, Wiseman
declared that no one would dare to speak of his
personal character without reverence. "As a
preacher he ranks in my opinion as the first in
England without any exception." Besides, he
had in a special way the gift of converting others,
so that clerks and laymen, the noble and the
learned, went to him to declare their doubts and
abjure their heresy. In regard to the poor,
Manning had been almost alone in volunteering
to assist the Cardinal in every undertaking.

With the Cardinal's permission, the Oblates of
St. Charles, a society of secular priests with Man-
ning at its head, settled in Bayswater. Among
them was Herbert Vaughan, afterwards Cardinal,
and Manning's successor. The majority were
converts, and the old Catholics scornfully referred
to the Bayswater settlement as " Widowers'
House." It was not unnatural, indeed, that they
should have been affronted (I quote from Shane
Leslie) by " parsons providentially left single
undertaking the general care of the Church."
The " triumph of the converts " was not, how-
ever, attained without a storm of not ineffective
opposition, which came to a head when Manning